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that they would, if necessary, be held up by the military
authorities, was not issued until June 16, a few days
before the demand for the German terms and a whole
month after the Germans broke through the Meuse,
By then it was too late. Having migrated across France,
consuming all the spare food and petrol supplies on the
way, they were stopped by the Atlantic and collected
in a dejected, whispering, poverty-stricken mob round
the Government at Bordeaux. The story is told that
when an Ambassador went to see Marshal Petain during
those last tragic days at Bordeaux to beg him to carry
on the struggle, in North Africa, if necessary, the old
man could rihinlc of nothing but his pity for the refugees:
" We can do nothing/' he said ; " all these thousands
of people have nowhere to go."